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Abstracts Due This Friday

“[A] one-page abstract outlining the general
topic and the specific problems and issues to be
addressed in the paper, along with a tentative
bibliography of at least five items (including
both books and journal articles or chapters in
edited volumes) must be submitted by the end
of Friday, May 10. These will be returned with
comments and/or a brief discussion with the TA.”
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Midterm Assignments. Most Common Mistakes
• Structure: Title; Introduction, Main Body, Conclusion; Works

Cited / Bibliography
• Cite your sources / literature
• Quality before quantity / depth before breath
• Don’t equivocate at the end
• Stop googling information! Use bibliographies / further

readings of articles, chapters, textbook (“suggested readings”)
or ask me

• Be careful with definitions
• Don’t overinterpret sources
• Proofread your text & double-check with grading rubric
• Submit it on time / ask for extension before the deadline



WRITTEN PRESENTATION RUBRIC 
 

Grade Research Question Content Handling of Sources Relation to Literature Grammar & Spelling Length 
A+ Excellent analytical re-

search question. 
Very good argument, 
easy to understand, very 
precise, no factual er-
rors.  

Variety of sources, 
correct references, 
deep engagement. 

Broad inclusion of litera-
ture, correct references, 
deep engagement with 
other research. 

No spelling or grammar 
errors.  

+/– 5% of the required 
length. 

A Great analytical research 
question. 

Very good argument, 
easy to understand, pre-
cise, no factual errors.  

Variety of sources, 
correct references, en-
gagement. 

Broad inclusion of litera-
ture, correct references, 
discusses other research. 

Less than one spelling 
and / or grammar error 
per page. 

+/– 10% of the required 
length. 

A- Very good analytical re-
search question. 

Very good argument, 
understandable, precise, 
no factual errors. 

Variety of sources, in-
correct references, en-
gagement. 

Broad inclusion of litera-
ture, incorrect references, 
discusses other research. 

One spelling and / or 
grammar error per page. 

+/– 20% of the required 
length. 

B+ Good analytical research 
question. 

Good argument, under-
standable, precise, some 
factual errors. 

Multiple sources, cor-
rect references, deep 
engagement. 

Includes other literature, 
correct references, dis-
cusses various points of 
view. 

Two spelling and / or 
grammar error per page. 

+/– 30% of the required 
length. 

B OK analytical research 
question. 

Good argument, under-
standable, somewhat 
precise, some factual er-
rors. 

Multiple sources, cor-
rect references, en-
gagement. 

Mentions other literature, 
correct references. 

Three spelling and / or 
grammar error per page. 

+/– 40% of the required 
length. 

B- Poor analytical research 
question 

Good argument, under-
standable, imprecise, 
some factual errors. 

Multiple sources, in-
correct references, en-
gagement. 

Mentions other literature, 
incorrect references. 

Four spelling and / or 
grammar error per page. 

+/– 50% of the required 
length. 

C+ Good factual research 
question. 

Poor argument, under-
standable, imprecise, 
several factual errors.  

Only uses assigned 
sources, correct refer-
ences, engagement.  

Only refers to textbook, 
correct references. 

Five spelling and / or 
grammar error per page. 

+/– 62.5% of the re-
quired length. 

C OK factual research 
question 

Poor argument, difficult 
to understand, impre-
cise, several factual er-
rors. 

Only uses assigned 
sources, correct refer-
ences. 

Only refers to textbook, 
incorrect references. 

Ten spelling and / or 
grammar error per page. 

+/– 75% of the required 
length. 

C- Poor factual research 
question. 

Poor argument, almost 
incomprehensible, im-
precise, several factual 
errors. 

Only uses assigned 
sources, incorrect ex-
plicit references. 

Only refers to textbook, 
no explicit references. 

Twenty spelling and / or 
grammar error per page. 

+/– 87.5% of the re-
quired length. 

F No research question No (correct) content. No sources. No literature / no correct 
references. 

Incomprehensible. +/– 100% of the re-
quired length or worse. 
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